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Mical Whitaker, Creator of ONE Series
Ressie Fuller, Hostess

Robert Cottle, Music Director
Amy Presley, Stage Manager

Robert Faller, Technical Director
Dionna Williams, Marketing Director

Featured
Performers

Vivian Summers
Brandi Harvey

Dr. Michael Braz
Eddie Frazier
Nora Franklin

Donald Chavers Jr.
Shaunta Ellis

Robin Holmes-Lanier

Guest 
Musicians

Robert Cottle, Piano

Eric Kollar, Drums

Jacob McCooey, Bass

Alton West, Piano

Kameron Humphries, Piano



INTRODUCTION/OPENING REMARKS

This Christmas.................................................................Shaunta Ellis

Merry Christmas Darling..........................................Brandi Harvey

Baby It’s Cold Outside.......Brandi Harvey and Eddie Frazier

A Fact Can Be A Beautiful Thing...........................Nora Franklin

Never Fall in Love With An Elf.................................Nora Franklin

Little Drummer Boy......................................Robin Holmes-Lanier

INTERMISSION

	

Per fo rmance  Order



Per fo rmance  Order

Entr’acte....................................................................Dr. Michael Braz
	 Carol of the Bells/What Child is This

	 Christmas Time is Here

Silent Night......................................................Robin Holmes-Lanier

O Come Let Us Adore Him..................................Vivian Summers

The Corinthian Song..............................................Vivian Summers

O Holy Night...................................................................Eddie Frazier

Jesus is the Center of My Joy.............................Donald Chavers

Mary Did You Know/Who Could Imagine...........Shaunta Ellis 
and Donald Chavers

FINALE.................................We Wish You A Merry Christmas

	



Vivian Summers is a native of North Augusta, SC. She is a graduate 
of North Augusta High School and South Carolina State University in 
Orangeburg, SC. She is the third of six children. Her father, the late Willie 
Johnson, Sr., was an enormous inspiration in her life as he was the most 
gifted gospel singer that she has ever heard. Her father and mother, the 
late Mamie L. Johnson, took all six children to church every Sunday. With 
this type of guidance, a seed was planted and within grew a deep love for 
the Lord and a passion for gospel music. Vivian sang in her church choir, 
Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church, Aiken, SC, and several other choirs 
in her hometown before moving to Statesboro in 1995. She also had the 
privilege of singing with James Bignon and the Deliverance Mass Choir 
of Atlanta, Ga. Vivian has performed in several plays including Come In 
Out of The Rain in Augusta, Ga and Black Nativity under the direction of 
Mr. Mical Whitaker. Vivian was the first presenter in the ONE Series in 
November 2018 at the Black Box Theatre which was also directed by Mr. 
Mical Whitaker. She was accompanied by Mr. Anthony Badie. Vivian and 
her husband, Micheal, have been married for 28 years and they have two 
children, Jasmyne and Micheal, Jr. One of her favorite scriptures is Psalm 
103:1 Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name.

Brandi Harvey’s ONE performance was also the CD release for her debut 
album Reckless. Prior to that she took the stage as “Lorrell” in Dreamgirls 
and “Annie Sullivan” in The Miracle Worker, but she is best known for her 
role as “Patsy Cline” in Always, Patsy Cline. She regularly performs in the 
area with the accompaniment of Robert Cottle and as one half of the 
musical duo The May Belles. Ms. Harvey has toured across the state and 
into Florida with The Dark Desert Highway Band. When not performing, 
she is busy working as an SEO Specialist at UP Market Media or spending 
time with her three daughters and her boyfriend, Robert Faller.

Dr. Michael Braz is Professor Emeritus of Music at Georgia Southern 
University and is keyboardist with the Savannah Philharmonic and has 
also been a member of the Hilton Head and Augusta Symphonies. He 
has collaborated on piano and harpsichord for hundreds of soloists, 
chamber ensembles, and musical shows, in addition to music festivals 
in the U.S. and England. As a composer, he has written commissions for 
school and professional ensembles across the country and premiered two 
original operas: Memoirs from the Holocaust and A Scholar Under Siege. 
His hobbies are comparative religions and international travel, including 
music teaching experiences in England, Nepal, and China.
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Eddie Frazier has been teaching at Statesboro High School since 2001.  
He’s directed dramatic pieces such as Wit; Suddenly, Last Summer; and 
‘night, Mother. He has also directed 9 to 5: The Musical, Guys and Dolls, 
Mary Poppins, and The Sound of Music for the Averitt Center. He was the 
voice of “Audrey II” in the Averitt’s production of Little Shop of Horrors. 
He also starred as “Uncle Fester” in The Addams Family and “Dr. Frank-N-
Furter” in The Rocky Horror Show at the Averitt! Most recently, he played 
“Willie Clark” in the Averitt Center’s production of Neil Simon’s The 
Sunshine Boys. He is very excited for ONE Holiday Show!

Nora Franklin has been on stage many times at the Averitt with some 
of her favorite roles including “Anna” in The King and I and “Violet 
Newstead” in 9 to 5. She has worked professionally in Atlanta at The 
Alliance Theater as the “Snow Queen” in the The Snow Queen and toured 
the United States as the “Witch” in Hansel and Gretel as well as other 
productions through the years. She has been married for 24 years to her 
amazing husband and has two fabulous boys Jonah and Roman.

Donald Chavers Jr. is a lifelong resident of Bulloch County. He has a love 
for family and community and it is displayed in his community involvement 
through serving on the Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors, Blue 
Mile Creek Project, Dancing with the Statesboro Stars, community cook-
outs. food giveaways, fall festivals, and more. He serves as Senior Pastor 
at Agape Worship Center where he ministers in word and song. He is 
currently working on the Love and Peace Senior Living Project where he 
provides comfortable and affordable living for seniors. For relaxation, he 
enjoys free range farming for “farm to plate”. He also enjoys consulting 
others on free range farming. 

Shaunta Ellis is a member of the Ellis Family, first daughter of Delores 
Ellis and Harlee Johnson, and grew up on their family farm in Candler 
County. On the farm, she developed her love of music and was always 
exposed to the fine arts when visiting family homes with her parents. She 
often sang on programs at Scarboro Grove, Mercer Grove, and New Hope 
Baptist Churches. She is a graduate of Metter High School in the Class of 
1982 and earned a B.S. in General Studies emphasizing Criminal Justice, 
Education, and African Studies from Georgia Southern University in 2009. 
She is an extremely proud mother of one son, Mylz Alondre Rivers, and 
two adult stepchildren, Keith Andrews and Jessica Rivers. She is also the 
eldest of 11 siblings. She has known Mical Whitaker since her junior year 
of high school in 1981 and is so thankful for his support throughout every 
production she did under his direction. She now joyfully serves under the 
leadership of Reverend Gregory Thomas at New Hope Baptist Church. 
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Robin Holmes-Lanier was born and raised in Brooklet, Georgia and was 
educated in the Bulloch County School System. She is a graduate of 
Southeast Bulloch High School and earned a degree in Early Childhood 
Education at Albany State University. She is a musician, singer and 
songwriter and has served in these capacities well as she had always 
had a passion and love for music. She has played the piano/keyboard for 
church choirs as well as sing in churches, educational institutions and 
other venues all over the state of Georgia. She has presented as a guest 
soloist and been a member of several gospel groups that have toured 
the southeastern United States providing musical melodies. She is the 
founder and co-owner of Baby Grand Music, her own studio where she 
teaches music to children and adults. She is also the owner of Robin’s 
Decor where she serves as a certified floral and decor designer. Last 
but not least, she is the wife of Jerry Lanier and together they have 4 
children: Raiven, Valencia, Robert, and Ronell and 9 grandchildren. 

Mical Whitaker is the creator and director of the ONE Series which 
began back in November 2018 with Vivian Summers. He retired from 
Georgia Southern University in 2005 after a 24-year tenure during which 
he directed and acted in over 100 productions. During that academic 
career, he received 2 Fulbright Fellowships: to Duke University, NC in 
1990 and to University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, East Africa in 1992. 
At the Averitt Center, his work at the Emma Kelly Theater has been 
recognized with five Emma Awards. In 2013, he was inducted by the 
Georgia Theater Conference into its Theater Hall of Fame. In 2015, 
Georgia Southern University’s Theater Program established the Whitaker 
African American Theater Scholarship. That same year, the Averitt Center 
added a new intimate Black Box Theater on West Main in his honor. 
Most recently, he was inducted into the Averitt Center’s Legends of the 
Arts gallery after his last performance as “Al Lewis” in The Sunshine Boys 
which happened on his 80th birthday. He is the proud father of son, Mical 
Anthony (Kofi) and proud grandfather of 3 grandchildren: Messiah, Elijah, 
and Jazzaniah. 

Ressie Fuller has been the hostess of every single ONE Series event and 
this holiday concert is no different. She retired to Statesboro in 2010. 
Since moving to Statesboro, she has appeared in several Averitt Center 
productions such as The Miracle Worker, The Music Man, Calendar Girls, 
South Pacific, and An Averitt Christmas Carol. For her performance in 
Calendar Girls, she was awarded an “Outstanding Newcomer” Emma 
Award. She co-directed the Averitt Youth Theater production of Hansel 
and Gretel and enjoyed her Directorial Debut with the Averitt STARS 
production of Smoke on the Mountain. 
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Crew





M E M B E R SM E M B E R S AS OF DECEMBER 8,  2021

PHILANTHROPIST ($1,500)

Connie Averitt
Dr. Michael Braz
Wayne Brantley 
Hoke Brunson

Joe & Bette Neville
Drs. Patrick & Theresa 

Novotny
Bill Price 

Carol & Dale Thompson
Walmart Distribution Center

ARTISAN ($1,000)

Jeff & Jean Donovan
Frank D’Arcangelo & Lissa 

Leege 
Alan & Deborah Harvey 

Dr. Jimmy & Pat High
Elizabeth W. Joyner

Jennie Leitch 
Jack Shannon Orman

PREMIER-DANSEUSE 
($500)

Joiner Anderson Funeral 
Home

Debra W. Chester 
Kelly & Holly Berry

Jeff Demmon
Victor & Delores Dickey

Ressie L. Fuller
Billy & Jo Ann Hickman

Tracy Joiner
Tom & Robin Kersey
Dr. Tracy Linderholm
Jean B. McCormick
Mortimore Family

Frank & Cathy Pererson
Dr. Julio & Tiffany Schwarz

Brittany Teston
Trish Tootle

Virginia Trapnell

Debbie & Lee Walker
Chantel Webb

Gwendolyn Yarbrough

THESPIAN ($250)

Paul & Jo Akins
Lynn & Alice Bennett
James & Joyce Bergin

Thomas (Tom) Bigwood
Hayley Bond

Hannah Burke
Judy Deal & George Chappell

Gary & Brenda Dartt
Designs by Five- Mary Ann 

Franklin 
Renee Garrett

Rodney & Nadine Harville
William T. Herring

Christer & Petra Holtze
Frank & Mitzi Hook

Rahn & Missy Hutcheson
Andy Johnson
Linda Kimsey

Dr. Karen McCurdy & 
Gennevieve Wright

Dr. Bede & Mrs. Carrie 
Mitchell

Jennie F. Morgan
Dr. James & Betsy Nichols

Genelda Reese
Hilda G. Rushing

Fred & Donna Sanders 
Eleanor A. Schneider

Penny Sikes
Lawrence & Kathleen Smith

Patricia Sowell
Dr. Richard & Deborah 

Stapleton
Pat & Brenda Steadman

Benjy Thompson
Debbie & Lee Walker
Bill & Virginia Anne

Franklin Waters

Mical R. Whitaker
Benjamin Whitfield 

Christopher Wiggins
Connie Williams 

Statesboro Regional Art 
Association

MUSE ($125)

Danielle Adams 
Mary Kate Allen

Drs. Da’Mon & Urkovia 
Andrews

Mr. & Mrs. Gayle Bailey
Debbie Bailey 

Mandy Beasley 
Mykeal & Danni Bennett

Beth Benton
Pam Bolden

Sheron & Bill Bolen
Jill Buff Boykin

Adam Brady
Leah Bragg

Krista Bridges
Drs. Christopher & Katie 

Brkich
Kristopher & Heather Brooks

Deborah Brown
NE Brown

Busbee Law Group, LLC
Steven Caldwell

Laura K. Campbell
Kaitlyn Capper
Beola Charles

Carol Christopher
Janice J. Clark
Mandy Croft
Teresa Croft

Carolyn Daniel
Carly Deal

Dr. Horace & Caroline Deal
Lona Deal

Nichole Deal
Terri DeLoach



AS OF DECEMBER 8,  2021
Nancy Derr
Felicia Dunn

Dr. Hans-Georg Erney
Lillian Fast

Bud Fleming
Lauren Florin

Buck & Nora Ford
Frank & Eileen French
Walter & Dale Gibson

Dr. Pat Gillis
Chris Gohagan
Laura Gordon
Susan Graham

Ginger R. Gregory
Dr. Amy Hackney
Elizabeth Hagan

Russell & Myra Halfacre
Jake & Suzanne Hallman
Blair & Taylor Hartman

Brandi Harvey
Stan & Angela Haselton
Paul & Rebecca Hibbs

Lynn Holman
Per & Erin Holtze

Michael & Jennifer 
Huelsewieche

Patricia Hutcheson
James B. Johnson

Mike & Verdery Kennedy
Chris & Jenni Kight

Drs. Lewis & Libby Kimball
Matthew Kleinsorge
Dr. Kathleen A. Koon

Barr Law
Johanne Lewis

Chris Little
DB Locklear

Bridgette McDaniel
Britton McKay

Dr. Nandi Marshall
Donna Martin

Kenneth & Jan Meinhardt
Merian Mendoza

Karen Michael
Becky Noel

Jonathan & Rebecca O’Neill
Jane Pleak 

Sandra Rabitsch
Alex Reyes

Brenda Richardson
Rich & Kimberly Riner
Ken & Marsha Ritchie

Lois & Lin Roberts
Christina Rodriguez

Jeremy & Wendy Salter
Janet Scott

Erica Sculpture 
Lynne Scruggs
William Sellers

Montana Smithey
Casey Stoddard

Robert & Martha Ann Tanner
Dorothy Taylor

Pamela Thomason
Daphne Totten
Amanda Wall

Danielle Waraxa 
Matt & Shannon Ward

Barbara & Paul Whitlock
Carlton & Debra Wiggins

Fred Williams & Mary Gene 
Cotton

Inger Wood
Robert Yarbrough

Johann Yorke
Rebecca Ziegler

AFICIONADO ($75)

Reid & Nancy Derr
Jo Dye

Dr. Sandy Gallemore
Rodney & Nadyne Harville

Andria Moore Holmes
Susan Jannarone

Doria & H.B. Lanier
Christina Lemon

Ken & Marsha Ritchie
George & Sheri Sterling

Dr. Michael & Gina Taormina
Durelle L. Tuggle

Lane & Chris Van Tassell

SPONSORS
BBWH Insurors & Ashley Ellis
Bill & Virginia Anne Franklin 

Waters
Boro Take-Out Express & 

Sally Minton
Brinson, Williams & Groomes 
& Delores Groomes Dickey

Burney Marsh & John Tucker
City of Statesboro

Core Credit Union & Julie 
Morrison

Dabbs, Hickman, Hill & 
Cannon & Billy Hickman

David Bozeman Johnson Law 
& Francys Johnson, P.C. 
Downtown Development 

Statesboro Authority
Drs. Patrick & Theresa 

Novotny
Georgia Council of the Arts

Georgia Technologies & 
Leslie Rogers

Holiday Inn Express
Jim & Betsy Nichols

Joseph H Cowart, Attorney 
at Law

Josh D. Tucker, P.C. 
Lawrence & Kathleen Smith
Morris Bank & Trish Tootle

Ogeechee Technical College
Queensborough National 

Bank & Trust & Sharon 
Roberson

Renasant Bank & Carolyn 
Ethridge

Savannah Car Rentals of 
Statesboro & Victor Dickey
Statesboro Cardiology & Dr. 

Julio Schwarz
Statesboro Convention & 

Visitors Bureau 
Statesboro Regional Art 

Association
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